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Community Colleges
of Spokane

Instructions
(Please be sure to read the
detailed application guidelines

for complete requirements and

restrictions.)

DEADLINE
5:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 26, 2016

. Please submit a single PDF
file containing ALL
necessary materials to
Kristen.Landrus@ccs.spoka
ne.edu.

. Please limit complete
application, attachments
and supporting documents
to six pages (including this
cover sheet).

. The application must
include the following:

=» Description of how your
project fulfills one of the
Foundation's granting
priorities (i.e., how will it be
used, who will benefit, and
how?)

U

Description of the impact of
this project on the college
community.

T

Approximate number of
students who will be directly
impacted by this project.

= Description of how results
will be documented and
measured.

= A detailed budget, including
a timeline for actions and
expenditures, and plans for
finding future funds, if
needed.

4. For additional information,
please contact the
Foundation at 434-5123,

i Appl?‘ant Slgnatur ’

2016-17 ANNUAL MINI-GRANTS
FUNDING REQUEST COVER SHEET

Name of Project: GED Test Prep Assessment

Brief Description of Project: This grant will pay for 625 GED Ready® tests which provide

a solid baseline and prescription study plan for students. Students are required to pay $4 to $6

per GED Ready® test without this funded project.

Amount Requested: $2500.00

Was this project previously funded by a mini-grant?
Applicant’s Name; Kathleen George

PRINTED Applicant Name: Kathleen George

Employee [l Student[]
Title: Instructor

@ YES [ NO

Campus: AdultEd Center pgpt; Adult Basic Education (ABE)
1070 Phone: 509-533-4642

Mail Stop:

Student ID Number (if applicable), 101-00-0334
Student E-Mail Address (if applicable ) kathy.george@scc.spokane.edu

|| Applicant Signature

| If I am granted funding by the Foundation, I agree to submit a written report of the results/outcome of my

| project by June 30, 2017.
/ CA‘!A&
" Date

/A—AZ/: lé/d/'"l/ Z

Employees : Direct Supervisor Signature
Students: Faculty Member Signature

By signing, the signee concurs that this project is needed, feasible and realistic in its expectations.

*You may attach an email granting permission for this project in your PDF instead of a physical signature.
509-533-6211 [0-25-3olk

Signature Phone Date
Raju Hegde ?% Dean of Instruction for Adult Basic Education
Printed Name . 7 Title

Comments:

Employees: Vice President of Learning/Instruction or Designee Signature

Students: Vice President of Student Services or Designee Signature

By signing, the signee concurs that this project is needed, feasible and realistic in its expectations.

Signature Phone Date

Printed Name Title

Comments:




e

From: Martin, Jenni

Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:26 AM
To: George, Kathy

Cc: Lape, Kath

Subject: RE: Mini-grant Cover Sheet

| approve this request.

From: George, Kathy

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 10:36 PM
To: Martin, Jenni

Cc: Lape, Kath

Subject: Mini-grant Cover Sheet

Hi Jenni!

Attached is the cover sheet of the mini-grant for the GED Ready practice tests.
I need your signature or an email with your approval.

The grant application is due on Oct. 26, Wednesday, before 5:00pm.

Please let me know if you have any questions!

Thanks!

Kathy

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Powell, Sherry" <Sherry.Powell@scc.spokane.edu>
Date: October 25, 2016 at 5:36:47 PM PDT

To: "George, Kathy" <Kathy.George@scc.spokane.edu>
Subject: Cover Sheet

Kathy, attached is the cover sheet signed by Raju. Thank you.

Sherry Powel/

Assistant to the Dean

Adult Education Division

Spokane Community College

2917 W. Fort George Wright Drive, MS 3028
Spokane, WA 99224

(509) 279-6209



Description of how your project fulfills one the Foundation’s granting priorities:

The Adult Basic Education (ABE) Division works with individuals with a wide range of academic skills.
These are often people in transition with a variety of circumstances due to loss of a job, a drastic drop in
income, a disability, or a change in marital status. Ninety-five percent of Adult Education students are
low-income; 51% receive some form of public assistance, nearly 65% are unemployed, and 42% are
women of color. Locally, the unemployment rate has been holding steady since last year at 6.3%, but
this number is much higher than the 5.7% average in Washington State and 4.9% rate nationwide (WA
Employment Security Dept.). Spokane County’s average annual wage was $44,050 in 2015, which is far
below the estimated living wage of $53,532 annually to support a family of four (U.S. Census, WA State
Self-Sufficiency Calculator). Statistics show that income is linked directly to education. Individuals who
do not hold a high school diploma have an annual income of $15,872. Earning potential increases to
$21,824 with a GED.

The ABE Division’s focus is on building individuals up in their educational experience; students are met
exactly where they are at academically, emotionally, and socially. This project enhances student learning
opportunities and allows for a more streamlined educational path. This grant will pay for 625 GED
Ready® pretests to be used by students in the ABE Division. The GED Ready® tests provide diagnostic
results for students and create prescriptive study plans. The tests also provide the opportunity to
determine when students are ready for the official GED tests which increases student’s confidence going
into testing. A better opportunity for success in testing allows for increased opportunities in higher
education and higher-wage jobs upon completion of the GED.

Description of the impact of this project on the college community:
The positive impact of providing these tests, free-of-charge, to students is significant. Students and their

instructors will have accurate information on student progress and readiness for the GED test. The
ability to provide support services such as this aids in retention and student achievement within the ABE
Division. The GED Ready® test is the only available analytic test able to provide direct information from
the same company providing the official GED test. This test-taking experience, as well as the results and
diagnostic information gained from the GED Ready® gives a significant advantage to the students. This
information is not available in any other format due to proprietary practices. As students complete their
GED, they are able to transition to credit-bearing courses within CCS, which results in greater student
achievement points leading to more funding for the Community Colleges of Spokane.

Approximate number of students who will be directly impacted by this project:
Depending on the number of pretests each student takes, this project will serve approximately 250-300
students.

Description of how results will be documented and measured:
The number of pretests will be documented on a shared drive spreadsheet accounting for the student,

test subject, and outcome of the pretest. Data will also be collected on the results of the official GED
test once that information becomes available.



Results from 2015-2016 grant:
The data from last year’s grant is very rich, and we will continue to analyze it to work towards more

student success. We purchased 692 GED Ready® tests that were taken by 325 different students as
there are 4 separate GED tests. Of those GED Ready® tests taken, 74.5% of the tests were passing.
Most of the students who passed a GED Ready® test completed an official GED test. The passing rate of
the official GED test was 88.2% of those students who passed a Ready® test. The students who did not
pass a Ready?® test are still working to learn the material that will move them to a passing score. These
students and their instructors are using the prescriptive diagnostic feedback from the Ready® tests to
plan individual instructional programs tailored for each student. This information is extremely valuable
to student success as it is individual for each student. We want to continue to build on the successes
from last year’s grant.

A detailed budget, timeline for actions and expenditures, and plans for finding future funds:
The budget is $2500 to pay for 625 tests at $4.00 each.

ltem Cost Number of tests Total

GED Ready® $4.00 625 $2500.00

The tests will be taken over the course of the 2016-17 academic year. Other sources of funding for this
project will be pursued as this is a worthwhile academic venture.



